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4.1
Language
learning

4.1.1

~ Behaviourism

No-one knows exactly how people learn language

although a great deal of research has been done
Certain theories have. however.

iNnto the subject
had a profound effect upon the practice of language
teaching (and continue to do so) and 1t seems
sensible. therefore. to consider them
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a rat is placed in a box. A signmnal light is operated

(T/re Stirmwlers). the rat goes up to a bar i the cage

and presses it {The respornse) and a tasty food i

pellet drops at its feet (fthe rernforcerirzerit). If the a_-
rat’'s behaviour is reinforced a sufficient mnuMmber of (‘:"
tirmes 1t will alvways press the bar whenmn the Tight

. COoOTrrnes o).

Reinforcerment in that example took the form
of a reward and was therefore positive. But you
could also train the same rat not to do something
>y giving hirm negative reinforcement, mavybe im the
orm of a small electric shock. g

a book called Verbal Bebhiaviowr.
Psychologist Skinner applied
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e, he suggested. is a
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Noam Chomsky's reaction to Skinners
pbased on his theory of competence and perforrmance

ssed (in 2.2).

that we have already discu
in 1959 Chomsky published a st
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correct utterances
T he term cogrifitivisrm
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rong attack
upon Skinner's verbal Behaviour has
become rightly famous. In his review of the book he
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The strength of the attack can largely be
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